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Questions answered…

• What is Medcin?  And what are Medcin Updates?

• What’s typically included? And why?

• When are they published?

• How do updates make their way into our system?

• Who is responsible for applying updates?

• What actions are required prior to updating our Prod environment?

• Do we need to test? What should we look for?  Assessing changes, 

building a test strategy



Who and What is Medcin?

• The Medcin Engine was developed by Medicomp Systems

• A system of standardized medical terminology, is a proprietary medical 

vocabulary.  Medcin is a point-of-care terminology, intended for use 

in Electronic Health Record systems.

• It includes over 250,000 clinical data elements encompassing • It includes over 250,000 clinical data elements encompassing 

symptoms, history, physical examination, tests, diagnoses and therapy.

• Medcin Engine combines a robust database of medical concepts with 

methods for presenting and documenting relevant symptoms, history, 

physical findings, tests, diagnoses and therapy for virtually any patient 

presentation.

Source:  http://www.medicomp.com/medcin.html



What’s included? Why?  When?

• CPT Updates

• Charge codes – deleted

• Medcin terminology – updates and retired findings

• Medcin Updates are available on a quarterly basis

• Quarterly updates information is made available here:

– ftp://ahsftp.allscripts.com



Relevant Update documentation

• ftp://ahsftp.allscripts.com

– 2011 CPT Update FAQ.doc

– 4Q2010 Medcin Change Report_v1.htm

– 4Q2010 Medcin Change Report_v2.htm

– 4Q2010 Medcin Update Client_Communication.doc– 4Q2010 Medcin Update Client_Communication.doc

– Active charge codes with deleted 2010 cpt-4 codes.sql

– Active items with deleted 2010 cpt-4 codes.sql

– Installing the TouchWorks Medcin 

Update_1117SP1andForward_4Q2010.doc

– Instructions to locate v11 Note Forms containing retired Medcin findings.doc

– PLEASE READ.txt 

– Retired Medcin Terms Query.sql



Medcin Update Client Communication



Who is responsible for applying updates? 
How do we update? 

• Who?

– Client IT department

– Allscripts or alternative Technical Team

• How?

ftp://ahsftp.allscripts.com

4Q2010 Medcin 11_1_7SP1 and Forward/

OR

4Q2010 Medcin_BELOW_11_1_7SP1 ONLY/



Installation

• MedcinDB/

• MedcinDBQ410.exe

Installing the TouchWorks Medcin Update_1117SP1andForward_4Q2010.doc

• MedcinWeb/

• EnterpriseMedcinWebSetup.exe

Install in Test / QA first!



Test and Validation - Review

• Review the Medcin Change Report – locate v11 Note Forms containing 

retired Medcin findings

4Q2010 Medcin Change Report_v1.htm

• Retired Findings

• Retired Symptoms

• Retired Physical Exam

• Tests, etc.



Test and Validation – Identify

• 2011 CPT Update FAQ.doc 

• Retired Medcin Terms Query.sql

• Active charge codes with deleted 2010 cpt-4 codes.sql

• Active items with deleted 2010 cpt-4 codes.sql

Your tech will provide the outputs from each of these queries for the 

application team to review and take action with



Production Updates and Go Live

• Make changes to Notes, Flowsheets, etc prior to running the Medcin 

Update

• Backup – always

• Off hours update

• Validate• Validate



Communication

• Most organizations will notify users of changes to their 

environment, same goes for Medcin Updates

• Super User channel, email, other training vehicles



Process Overview

• Review content of the latest Medcin Quarterly Update

• Update the TEST or QA Environment

• Review and Identify the impacts

• Make the necessary changes – Updates in Test, Updates in Prod

• Apply update to Production

• Communicate to end users



Thanks!

• Questions and feedback

Matt.Woodside@GalenHealthcare.com

• Next Galen EHR Webcast Education presentation

– May 4th; Analytics - PBI Administration


